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Let's	say	you're	on	vacation	in	the	beautiful,	remote	countryside.	There's	just	one	problem...no	Wi-Fi!	Fortunately,	you	can	activate	a	mobile	hotspot	on	your	phone	or	tablet	to	let	other	devices	connect	to	the	internet.	You	can	also	configure	several	features	and	settings	to	keep	your	hotspot	private	or	reduce	battery	consumption.	In	a	pinch,	it’s	a	real
lifesaver.	Note:	Available	screens	and	settings	may	vary	by	wireless	service	provider,	software	version,	and	phone	model.	Mobile	hotspots	are	extremely	useful,	but	there	are	some	things	you	need	to	keep	in	mind	when	using	one	on	your	device:		In	order	to	use	a	hotspot,	you	must	have	a	tethering	plan	on	your	service	account.	Mobile	hotspots
consume	battery	power	and	use	data	service.	While	a	mobile	hotspot	is	active,	your	device's	apps	will	use	the	mobile	hotspot's	data	service.				Roaming	while	using	your	phone	or	tablet	as	a	hotspot	may	incur	extra	data	charges.	Activating	a	mobile	hotspot	will	disable	Wi-Fi.	Only	LTE	tablets	can	create	hotspots,	not	regular	tablets.	Oh	no!	You're
working	from	home	and	your	Wi-Fi	just	went	out!	Just	use	a	mobile	hotspot	on	your	phone	or	tablet,	so	you	can	get	back	to	work.	From	Settings,	tap	Connections,	and	then	tap	Mobile	Hotspot	and	Tethering.	Tap	the	switch	next	to	Mobile	Hotspot.	When	you're	ready	turn	off	Mobile	Hotspot,	tap	the	switch	again.	You	can	now	connect	any	compatible
device	to	your	hotspot,	just	like	you'd	connect	it	to	your	home	Wi-Fi.	Note:	Available	options	may	vary	depending	on	the	carrier,	phone	model,	and	software	version.	If	you	don't	want	strangers	using	your	hotspot,	you	can	hide	your	device	and	adjust	more	options.	Navigate	to	and	open	Settings.	Tap	Connections,	and	then	tap	Mobile	Hotspot	and
Tethering.	Tap	Mobile	Hotspot,	and	then	tap	Configure.	The	following	options	will	now	be	available:	Network	name:	View	and	change	the	name	of	your	hotspot.	Security:	Select	the	hotspot's	security	level.	Password:	View	and	change	the	password	for	your	hotspot.	Band:	Set	the	radio	band	for	the	hotspot.	2.4	Ghz	is	compatible	with	more	devices,	and
5	Ghz	will	provide	better	performance.	You	can	also	tap	Advanced	to	edit	additional	settings,	such	as	Power	saving	mode	and	Wi-Fi	sharing.	Why	has	your	battery	been	dying	so	quickly?	It's	because	you've	had	the	hotspot	on	continuously.	However,	with	the	Timeout	settings,	you	can	set	your	hotspot	to	automatically	shut	off	if	no	one	is	using	it.
From	Settings,	tap	Connections,	and	then	tap	Mobile	Hotspot	and	Tethering.	Tap	Mobile	Hotspot,	and	then	tap	Configure.	Tap	Advanced,	and	then	tap	Turn	off	when	no	device	connected	for.	Select	the	desired	amount	of	time	before	the	hotspot	turns	off.	Automatic	Hotspot	allows	your	phone’s	internet	connection	to	be	shared	with	devices	that	are
signed	in	to	your	Samsung	account,	or	your	Samsung	family	group.	From	Settings,	tap	Connections,	and	then	tap	Mobile	Hotspot	and	Tethering.	Tap	Mobile	Hotspot,	tap	Auto	Hotspot,	and	then	tap	the	switch	to	turn	it	on.	Tap	the	switch	next	to	Family	sharing	to	let	family	members	access	your	automatic	hotspot	if	needed.	Next,	you	will	need	to	set
up	Wi-Fi	sharing.	From	the	Mobile	Hotspot	Home	screen,	tap	the	switch	at	the	top	of	the	screen	to	turn	on	and	share	the	hotspot.	When	everything	is	set	up,	you	can	connect	devices	to	the	hotspot.	On	the	device	you	want	to	connect,	swipe	down	from	the	top	of	the	screen	to	open	the	Quick	settings	panel.	Then,	touch	and	hold	the	Wi-Fi	icon.	Thanks
to	Automatic	Hotspot,	the	hotspot	should	already	be	listed	as	a	Wi-Fi	network;	tap	the	hotspot	to	connect	to	it.	While	your	device	is	connecting,	do	not	touch	the	other	device	that	is	emitting	the	hotspot	signal	because	this	could	cause	connection	problems.	Thank	you	for	your	feedback!	mobile|phones	©	2022	Samsung	Electronics	America,	Inc.
Samsung,	Samsung	Galaxy	and	Family	Hub	are	trademarks	of	Samsung	Electronics	Co.,	Ltd.	All	other	brands,	products	and	services,	and	their	respective	trademarks,	names	and	logos,	are	the	property	of	their	respective	owners.	The	above	content	is	provided	for	entertainment	and	information	purposes	only.	Consult	user	manual	for	more	complete
information.	All	information	included	herein	is	subject	to	change	without	notice.	Samsung	is	not	responsible	for	any	direct	or	indirect	damages,	arising	from	or	related	to	use	or	reliance	of	the	content	herein.	←	Back	to	questionsHow	do	I	turn	on	Wi-Fi	hotspot	on	Android	devices?	To	turn	on	Wi-Fi	hotspot	on	your	Android	smartphone	or	Android	device
as	a	hotspot,	see	instructions	corresponding	to	the	brand	of	your	device:SamsungNavigate	to	Connections	>	Mobile	hotspot	and	tethering	>	Mobile	Hotspot	and	toggle	it	on.	A	pop-up	window	will	appear,	where	you	can	find	the	Wi-Fi	password	for	devices	that	want	to	connect.MotorolaNavigate	to	Settings	>	Network	&	internet	>	Hotspot	&	tethering.
Here,	you	can	select	to	share	a	connection	via	Wi-Fi,	USB,	or	Bluetooth.For	a	Wi-Fi	connection,	tap	Wi-Fi	hotspot	and	toggle	it	on.	The	hotspot	name	will	be	displayed	on	this	screen.	Tap	Advanced	>	Hotspot	password	for	the	password.Google	PixelPull	down	from	the	top	of	the	screen	and	navigate	to	Settings	>	Network	&	Internet	>	Hotspot	&
tethering	>	Wi-Fi	Hotspot,	and	toggle	the	switch	to	on.	The	hotspot	name	and	password	will	then	be	visible.HuaweiNavigate	to	Settings	>	Wireless	&	networks	>Tethering	&	portable	hotspot	>	Portable	Wi-Fi	hotspot.	Choose	Configure	Wi-Fi	hotspot	to	set	a	name,	security	setting,	and	password	for	your	hotspot,	then	tap	Save.From	your	Android
Smartphone’s	Quick	SettingsSwipe	down	from	the	top	of	the	screen	to	view	notifications.	Swipe	down	again	to	see	quick	settings.	Tap	Mobile	hotspot	to	enable.If	the	Hotspot	shortcut	isn’t	already	there,	tap	Edit,	then	long-press	on	Hotspot	and	drag	it	to	the	grid	of	tiles.Was	this	article	helpful?YesNoLooking	for	something	specific?	Although	likely
common	knowledge	for	most,	we	thought	(given	recent	events)	that	it’d	be	helpful	to	share	a	quick	guide	on	how	to	activate	a	mobile	hot	spot	on	your	smartphone.	Mobile	hot	spots,	if	you	aren’t	familiar,	allow	you	to	turn	your	smartphone	into	a	portable	Wi-Fi	connection	using	your	mobile	data.	They’re	pretty	easy	to	use	and	can	be	a	great	way	to
connect,	for	example,	your	laptop	when	you’re	on	the	go,	or	perhaps	to	get	some	work	done	when	one	of	the	biggest	internet	providers	in	your	country	suddenly	goes	down	for	hours	on	end.	With	that	in	mind,	here’s	how	to	set	up	a	hotspot:	Android	To	set	up	a	hotspot	on	your	Android	smartphone,	you’ll	want	to	head	into	the	Settings	app	>	Network
and	Internet	>	Hotspot	and	tethering.	It’s	worth	noting	the	menu	names	and	locations	may	differ	slightly	from	manufacturer	to	manufacturer.	Some	phones	support	multiple	types	of	hotspots,	including	‘Wi-Fi	hotspot,’	‘USB	tethering,’	‘Bluetooth	tethering’	and	‘Ethernet	tethering.’	These	are	just	different	ways	to	connect	your	phone	to	another	device
to	access	the	hotspot.	I	typically	use	the	Wi-Fi	hotspot	as	it’s	pretty	reliable,	but	feel	free	to	test	them	out	and	use	what	feels	best	for	you.	Tapping	‘Wi-Fi	hotspot’	should	bring	you	into	another	menu	where	you	can	customize	the	hotspot’s	settings,	such	as	the	hotspot	name	(this	will	be	visible	to	people	nearby	and	will	be	what	you	look	for	in	the	Wi-Fi
menu	on	the	device	you	want	to	connect).	You	can	also	set	a	hotspot	password	and	security	type,	and	there	may	be	settings	to	automatically	turn	off	the	hotspot	or	to	extend	the	range	at	the	cost	of	the	battery.	Once	your	hotspot	is	on,	you	can	grab	the	device	you	want	to	connect	and	then	head	into	the	Wi-Fi	settings	and	select	your	hotspot	like	you
would	any	Wi-Fi	network.	iPhone	To	use	a	hotspot	on	iPhone,	just	hop	into	the	Settings	app	and	tap	‘Personal	Hotspot.’	iPhone	has	the	benefit	of	that	“Apple	magic,”	which	means	if	you’re	trying	to	connect	another	Apple	device	—	like	your	iPad	or	MacBook	—	you	should	be	able	to	easily	connect	as	long	as	you’ve	got	the	same	iCloud	account	on	both.
If	not,	or	if	you’re	trying	to	connect	a	non-Apple	device,	you	can	toggle	on	the	‘Allow	Others	to	Join’	option.	iPhone	doesn’t	let	you	edit	your	hotspot	name	—	it’ll	just	appear	as	“[Your	name]’s	iPhone”	—	but	you	can	edit	the	password	required	to	connect.	Users	can	also	edit	Family	Sharing	options	from	this	menu,	which	can	enable	other	Apple	devices
in	your	Family	group	to	connect	to	your	iPhone	as	a	hotspot.	Some	other	things	to	keep	in	mind	While	that	about	sums	up	everything	you	need	to	know	to	activate	a	hotspot,	there	are	a	few	other	things	worth	keeping	in	mind.	First,	hotspots	use	mobile	data,	so	be	careful	what	you	do	while	connected,	lest	you	burn	through	your	data	cap	too	quickly.
Next,	some	carriers	may	limit	or	restrict	hotspot	speed	or	access,	so	make	sure	to	check	what	your	provider	allows.	Finally,	your	hotspot	will	likely	be	slower	and	less	stable	than	a	regular	home	internet	connection.	Still,	a	mediocre	connection	is	better	than	none	in	a	pinch.	If	you're	stuck	in	a	situation	where	you	need	a	Wi-Fi	connection,	but	can't	get
it	anywhere	else,	chances	are	your	smartphone	can	give	you	the	boost	you	need.	By	setting	up	a	hotspot	through	Wi-Fi	or	a	USB	cable,	you	can	turn	your	phone	into	a	source	for	internet	that	laptops,	tablets,	and	other	phones	can	use	to	get	online.It	may	sound	complicated,	but	you	can	be	connected	with	just	a	few	taps.	Most	of	the	major	carriers	offer
tethering	services,	though	your	ability	to	create	a	Wi-Fi	hotspot	depends	on	your	service	plan	and	data	allowance.One	thing	to	keep	in	mind:	Tethering	eats	up	battery	life	in	addition	to	data.	Investing	in	a	portable	charger	is	a	good	idea	if	you	intend	to	use	hotspot	mode	frequently.	If	you're	ready	to	tether,	here's	how	to	turn	your	phone	into	a	Wi-Fi
hotspot.Turn	on	Wi-Fi	Hotspot	For	iPhone	and	iPad	To	set	up	a	personal	hotspot	on	your	iPhone	or	iPad	(Wi-Fi	+	Cellular),	go	to	Settings	>	Personal	Hotspot	>	Allow	Others	to	Join	and	toggle	it	to	on	(if	you	don't	see	Personal	Hotspot	in	Settings,	tap	Cellular	>	Personal	Hotspot).	Make	note	of	the	Wi-Fi	password.	Open	the	Wi-Fi	menu	on	the	device
you	need	to	connect	to	the	internet.	Look	for	your	iOS	device	(ex:	PCMag's	iPhone),	select	it,	then	enter	the	hotspot	password	to	connect.	Once	your	secondary	device	is	connected,	you	should	now	be	able	to	surf	the	web	(and	consume	mobile	data).	Your	iPhone	or	iPad	can	also	connect	via	Bluetooth	or	direct	USB	connection.	To	connect	over
Bluetooth,	make	sure	it	is	turned	on	for	both	devices	and	follow	the	manufacturer's	directions	for	setting	up	a	Bluetooth	connection.	You	may	need	to	turn	on	Maximize	Compatibility	to	make	these	connections	work,	but	keep	in	mind	that	the	quality	of	your	connection	may	be	impacted.	If	you	use	Family	Sharing,	your	hotspot	can	be	set	up	so	family
members	can	join	it	automatically	without	a	password.	Open	Settings	>	Personal	Hotspot	>	Family	Sharing	and	turn	the	feature	on.	Tap	the	name	of	your	family	members,	then	determine	if	they	must	ask	for	approval	or	can	join	automatically.Once	you	no	longer	need	the	Wi-Fi	hotspot	running,	you	can	head	back	to	Settings	>	Personal	Hotspot	and
toggle	the	feature	off.Our	Top-Rated	Mobile	Hotspots	Turn	On	Wi-Fi	Hotspot	For	Android	Devices	Mobile	hotspot	on	a	Samsung	phone	running	Android	10.	How	you	access	hotspots	on	Android	devices	will	depend	on	which	phone	you	have	and	what	version	of	Android	you're	running.	You	can	generally	open	the	pull-down	shade	and	turn	on	your
mobile	hotspot	from	there	or	find	it	buried	in	settings.Where	exactly	and	what	it's	called	will	differ	depending	on	your	phone's	manufacturer.	Samsung	phones	hide	it	in	Connections	>	Mobile	Hotspot	and	Tethering	>	Mobile	Hotspot.	Google's	Pixel	has	it	under	Network	&	internet	>	Hotspot	&	tethering	>	Wi-Fi	hotspot.	Those	with	a	Motorola	phone
can	open	Settings	>	Network	&	internet	>	Hotspot	&	tethering.You	can	probably	find	it	quicker	on	your	specific	device	by	searching	for	"hotspot"	or	"tether."	Once	the	hotspot	has	been	enabled,	there	should	be	a	network	name	and	password	displayed	in	the	settings	screen.	Enter	those	credentials	in	the	other	device's	Wi-Fi	settings	and	join	the
hotspot	like	you	would	for	any	other	network.Other	Ways	to	Get	Internet	(Photo:	Melpomenem/Getty	Images)	If	you	need	a	mobile	hotspot	but	can't	use	your	phone,	there	are	some	alternatives	to	check	out.	You	could	instead	turn	your	laptop	into	a	Wi-Fi	hotspot.	If	you're	a	business	traveler	who	needs	to	be	connected	all	day,	consider	a	dedicated	Wi-
Fi	hotspot.	How	to	Turn	Your	Phone	Into	a	Wi-Fi	Hotspot	Sign	up	for	Fully	Mobilized	newsletter	to	get	our	top	mobile	tech	stories	delivered	right	to	your	inbox.	This	newsletter	may	contain	advertising,	deals,	or	affiliate	links.	Subscribing	to	a	newsletter	indicates	your	consent	to	our	Terms	of	Use	and	Privacy	Policy.	You	may	unsubscribe	from	the
newsletters	at	any	time.
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